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“Give Each Other a Holy Kiss!”

1 ...with the blessing of our Triune God

2 ...for the benefit of God's treasured people

Is your family a “kissy” family, especially when it comes time to saying good-bye?  If you are, then you don’t find it strange at all at the end of one of your family reunions or gatherings, for example, such as perhaps on this past Memorial Day weekend, to be giving one kiss after another to moms and dads and aunts and uncles and brothers and sisters and cousins and anyone else who happened to come along to visit.

Now, if you aren’t that kind of family or individual, you may do everything in your power to avoid Aunt Edna’s smack or Grandma’s peck on the cheek – or, as is often done by grade school boys who have pretty strong feelings on the subject, if one of your relatives does get you, you make sure you wipe it off as soon as you get the opportunity, sometimes even within microseconds after the even has taken place.

Not everyone may be comfortable with family kisses, but family kisses are meant to show that there is a comfortability with each other which results from the fact that there is a love for each other and a unity with each other – a love and unity which leads you to look forward to the next time you can get together – and that’s true, of course, whether you express that love and unity with family kisses or not.

A church family also wants to express a love for each other and a unity with each other that leads us to appreciate every time we have the chance to get together to pray to our Lord and to sing to our Lord and to give praise to our Lord and, above all, to listen to our Lord, as he speaks to us the many warnings and comforts of his Word – a love and unity that the apostle Paul encouraged his Corinthians readers to express to each other by following his urging to “greet one another with a holy kiss.”
Today on this Sunday of the Holy Trinity we listen to our Lord speak to us through the apostle Paul, as he concludes his second letter to the Corinthians.  And while our main emphasis of this day is to marvel at the fact that our Savior God is a Triune God, we also want to marvel at the fact that to our Triune God we are such treasured people.  Both of these thoughts come through in the verses before us this morning, verses in which we will take encouragement from our Lord to encourage each other:  “Give Each Other a Holy Kiss!”
The first thought about this so-called “holy kiss” is that we can be sure that we are doing it with the blessing of our Triune God.    In the final words of this section, the apostle Paul writes the famous words which we have come know as the “apostolic blessing,” words which in a three-fold way convey to us the good wishes and love of the three persons of the Triune God, words which are so appropriate to share with one another as we begin the family reunion of our worship services or  leave the family reunion of our worship services, as we often do, words which are in many ways like a “holy kiss” from our Triune God – those words, “May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God (the Father), and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
When we think of the grace, love and fellowship of our Triune God in regard to us, we can’t help but have the desire to express a holy kiss in our relationships with each other.  We don’t know for sure if the holy kiss referred to here was a formal kiss which people gave to each other in their public worship services, although some Christian groups did begin doing that about one hundred years later, or if the holy kiss referred to here was simply referring to the normal way people greeted each other – and still regularly do – in the eastern world – with a kiss of friendship and respect, something much like for us a vigorous handshake or a heartfelt hug.

Whether Paul was referring to something that took place in the formal worship service or in the natural greetings of friends to one another in their daily contacts, the point is that it was to be a “holy kiss” – a holy handshake, a holy hug, a holy “hello” – a kiss of purity and sincerity, a kiss which reflected the sincerity and purity or our Triune God’s blessings for us.

There can be no doubt that the Triune God’s feelings for us are sincere and pure ones.  St. Paul uses the words grace, love and fellowship to describe them.  Let’s talk about this three-fold blessing of our Triune God for just a few moments, as we receive from our Lord his “holy kiss.”

God’s grace is the compassion he shows us though we haven’t done anything deserving of such compassion.  When we think of God’s compassion, we usually think of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It was his heartfelt compassion for helpless sinners which led our Savior to do for us what St. Paul described a few chapters earlier in this same letter, when he said, “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became pure, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”  May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

God’s love is the attitude in his heart which led him to be so merciful to us to want to send Jesus in the first place.  When we think of God’s love, we usually think of the love of God the Father, the love which was described a few months later by the apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans in this memorable way:  “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

God’s fellowship is the peace with himself that has been given to us through the work of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  When we think of God’s fellowship and peace, we usually think of the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, because it is the Holy Spirit who has worked in our hearts the faith to believe everything the Father did in sending Jesus to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Through hearing the Word of God which the Holy Spirit caused to be written and through receiving the Lord’s Supper through which the Holy Spirit also works to strengthen our faith, we are assured again and again that there is peace and reconciliation between us and our God, whom we have offended with our sins – peace and reconciliation which the apostle Paul spoke of in such a dramatic way again  a few chapters earlier in this second letter to the Corinthians, when the Holy Spirit led him to say and through these words led us to believe them:  “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not counting men’s sins against them.”  Yes, may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

The fact is that we have every reason to greet each other with a holy kiss because our dear Triune God has certainly given us a holy kiss of grace and love and peace. We certainly have received great blessing from knowing the purity and sincerity of our Triune God’s holy love.

And what we have received from God we pass on to one another.  We greet each other with a holy kiss with the blessing of our Triune God, but we also do so … for the benefit of Gods’ treasured people.
These Corinthians were treasured people – so treasured that the apostle Paul took great pains to correct them in some very serious matters which were taking them away from the peace and fellowship of God, matters which were resulting in few displays of unity with each other.

In his first letter to them, for example, after praising them for their many gifts and abilities, St. Paul chastised them and took them to task for developing cliques, both in following one preacher over another and in snubbing others who were not as well off as they.  They were taking each other to court and holding up shameful things about each other in the public eye and were not disciplining a member of their church was living in a sexual sin that was well known in the public eye.  They were being disrespectful  in the use of the Lord’s Supper, pompous in the use of special gifts they had, like speaking in tongues and presumptuous in having their women rather than their men take the responsibility of seeing to it that things got discussed and done in their congregational work.  They also needed instruction in the resurrection of Jesus because some were being confused by false teachers who claimed there was no such thing as the resurrection from the dead.

In other words, they needed correction and guidance in the very same types of things that God’s people have needed through the ages, just like you and I do today.  But our Lord does not only correct and guide us.   He also soothes us and comforts us.  And that is true simply because he treasures us.  In the verse right before today’s text, for example, Paul wrote, after thinking about all the things about which he had had to address them, “This is why I write these things when I am absent, that when I come I may not have to be harsh in my use of authority – the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down.”  

So, though St. Paul had at times spoken harshly to them, he had spoken in love, pointing them to the love of God which allowed them to be at peace with and in unity with their Lord.  That’s why in these tender words of farewell, he urged them to show that peace by being of one mind with one another and by living in peace with each other, confident that, as Paul said, the God of love and peace would be with them always.

We have the same promise.  And, as a result, we have the same encouragement from God to live for the benefit of the others around us, who like us are so treasured by God that he sent his Son to give them eternal life.

That certainty of life in the future is what leads us to live with conviction in the present.  We belong to each other and we exist for each other.  So, whether we belong to a kissy family or nor, and whether we are a kissy person or not, or whether  we ever actually give a physical holy kiss to one another or not, we will with God’s help be giving a spiritual holy kiss to one another day by and week by week, as in love for each other, we pray for each other  and we warn each other and we instruct each other and we encourage each other – all in the name of him who showed the ultimate love of allowing himself to be betrayed by a friend with a most unholy kiss, all so we would be able to know he will never betray us, and all so we would be able to show love to all the friends we call our brothers and sisters in this the special, treasured family which our Triune God has given us.  For it is knowing and showing what our Lord has given us which will help us to understand without embarrassment at all what our Lord is telling us, when he gives us the encouragement on this Sunday of the Holy Trinity to give each other a holy kiss.   So, to help you give that kind of “kiss” in the Lord to others, receive one more time from your Lord his holy kiss of blessing:  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   Amen.

